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Hello All:

We are quickly coming up on our first AKC sanctioned B(OB) match!  The Match Show Committee has been working diligently to ensure that our match meets all the AKC rules (I’ve read the instructions – believe me there are LOTS of details to be attended to!!)  There is still a lot to do and there are plenty of opportunities to help out on the day of the match.  To find out more, please attend the September 11 meeting – our Match Show Committee is going to tell us what goes into pulling all the details together and what we (the rest of the club members) can do to make sure this important match is a huge success.

Remember – during September, The American Kennel Club will be celebrating the fourth annual AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day.  There are all sorts of free community events being held throughout the month.  To check out the activities going on in Connecticut, log on to the AKC website (http://www.akc.org/clubs/rdod/events/index.cfm) and search by state.

While you are logged on to the AKC website, be sure to check out the information on disaster preparedness.  I don’t mean to sound like I’m filled with gloom and doom, but, besides the ever present threat of terrorism (hey, I work at a nuclear power plant that’s not too far from a place that makes submarines…), we are also in hurricane season, and, though I hate to mention it, winter is approaching.   A little preparation for our families – including the furry ones, feathered ones, and all the other ones we call family – can help ensure the safety and well-being of our loved ones if disaster strikes.

.
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Legal Poop……………………

By Attorney Michael A. Fasano

This is the first of a series of articles that we hope will educate us as dog owners, breeders, and handlers.  The legal relationship between owners and their dogs as well as our liability for damages caused to others by our dogs is of critical importance to the dog owner.

The Connecticut dogs bite statute (Connecticut General Statutes section 22-357) and cases interpreted by our courts provides that the owner of any dog who does damage to a person or his/her property is liable for such damages.  However, a dog owner may assert a defense if the owner can prove that at the time such damage was sustained, the injured party was trespassing on your property or was committing any other civil wrong.  The statute provides further exception to the dog owner’s legal responsibility if the injured party was teasing, tormenting or abusing such dog.
The Connecticut courts have clarified that merely entering another person's property does not constitute trespass under this statute. "Trespass or tort" means more than mere entry; the statute bars recovery only where the victim is committing or intends to commit an injurious act. (133 C. 509: 140 C. 358.) If the victim was neither a trespasser, not committing a tort, nor provoking the dog then there is no defense. Dog bites rank second among other common causes of emergency-room injuries (table derived from Weiss HB, Friedman DI, Coben JH. "Incidence of dog bite injuries treated in emergency departments")  

	Cause of injury
	Emergency room incidents annually

	Baseball/softball
	404,364

	Dog bites
	333,687

	Playground accidents
	268,810

	All-terrain vehicles, mopeds, etc.
	125,136

	Volleyball
	97,523

	Inline skating
	75,994

	Horseback riding
	71,162

	Baby walkers
	28,000

	Skateboards
	25,486


In our next column, we will discuss the insurance implications of dog ownership and explore such topics as Insurance industry breed bans. And for now, That’s the Legal Poop……………
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Upcoming Events:

During September, The American Kennel Club is pleased to be celebrating the fourth annual "AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day" (AKC RDO Day)! This September, AKC dog clubs and other pet-related organizations are joining us by holding free community events with fun activities to educate first-time dog owners about the responsibilities of dog ownership and help current owners enhance their relationships with their pets.  For more information go to:

http://www.akc.org/clubs/rdod/events/index.cfm.   A search feature is provided to find all the events going on in each state during the month of September.

9/2/2006:  Kenilworth Kennel Club, AKC RDO Day, Guilford, CT, contact Doreen Weintraub, 860-663-2512, doriendogs@comcast.net

9/9/2006:  Best Friends Pet Care Center, AKC RDO Day, Rocky Hill, CT, Karen Mole, 860-721-8080, dbennetts@bestfriends.net

Check out other AKC RDO Day events for September at the AKC website listed previously

October 7, 2006 – St. Hubert Kennel Club Match, North Stonington Fair Grounds, Conformation, Obedience, Rally.

October 15, 2006 – Connecticut Boxer Club B(OB) match, Tails-U-Win, Manchester, CT, Conformation, Obedience.
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Surprising thoughts on Shelter Dogs and Pet Overpopulation

(from the Show Boxer List, contributed by Grace Hallock)

Sue Sternberg, a well known person in the shelter world, made these comments on another list I am on.  I thought there was plenty of food for thought here.  I have permission to cross post – Theresa Garton, Oklahoma City

Sue Sternberg wrote:  As far as some of the threads, I do believe the average % of Purebreds in shelters nationwide is 30%, and a study done at Tuft’s in 1998 found that behavior problems topped the list of reasons for surrender for all dogs. It has not been my experience that reputable breeders are responsible in any way for the purebreds, or cross- breeds, ending up in our shelters.  In states with lots of puppy mills, like in the Mid-west, purebred numbers, anecdotally (I’ve counted) are a little higher.  I think puppy mills and backyard breeders make the most unwanted dogs, mostly because there's no “return” policy. Reputable breeders do a phenomenal job in keeping up with their puppies, and keeping them out of shelters, in my experience.

Our dog numbers have been drastically reduced in this country, almost everywhere; due to our aggressive and fairly successful spay/neuter campaign to reduce PET overpopulation.  I would have to say we are quickly spaying and neutering all our pet dogs, and leaving only fighting, guarding, macho and show dogs to influence the future of dogs. There are many reputable breeders, for most breeds, but by definition, the reputable breeder doesn't breed often enough to provide enough volume to influence the future of pet dogdom. And still, all the successful pet dogs, living successfully with families, are sterilized, and the only large-volume breeding is puppy mills and fighting/guarding types, and some high-volume show breeders.  We have an aggressive-and-problematic-dog overpopulation problem still.

Many shelters no longer get inundated with litters of puppies (a true indicator of PET over-population, as opposed to over-abundance of behavior problem dogs).  Many shelters, particularly in the Northeastern U.S., if we didn't transfer in from other shelters (usually rural southern shelters who are still experiencing some over-population) we wouldn't have many dogs up for adoption, and we'd have a lot of empty kennels. It's not your mother's shelter, basically.
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The Boxer:  family pet, protector of the young, always at the ready in case food is spilled………..
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Who’s gonna mess with this kid????

Photo from Mike and Michele Fasano
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Attention CBC members:





Our web mistress, Susan VonRothkirch is going to be adding the membership list (just name and email address) to our CBC website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctboxerclub.org" ��http://www.ctboxerclub.org�/





If you DO NOT WANT your name and e-mail address posted, please send an e-mail to Susan at svrothkirch@snet.net.





If you are going to the Westchester Kennel Club Show on September 10, 2006, please check out the Dog Show Tour.  As described in the premium list:





Are you new to the sport of purebred dogs or dog shows?


Then consider taking a Dog Show Tour





Chris Reid and Debbie Menichelli of “DST” of Denver, NC, will be available hourly to conduct tours of the show grounds and answer any questions you may have about dog shows and how they operate from classes to Best in Show.  Sign up at the tour booth, located near the Officials tent.








If you do attend this show, please pick up any information available from DST to share with the club.








2006 CT Boxer Club Meetings at Paws-N-Effect, Hamden, CT, 7:00 p.m.:





Sept. 11 – Learn what goes into putting a Match show together





Oct. 9 – 1st Annual CBC PetLane Goodie Gala – this means shopping, raffles, and all around fun!





Nov. 13 - TBD
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