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Hello All:

The trees are turning, the leaves are falling, pumpkins and mums are artfully arranged at all the nurseries – Fall has arrived and with that, one must think about CHRISTMAS SHOPPING!  Don’t miss our 1st Annual CBC PetLane Goodie Gala, presented by our very own Sue Coston, PetLane Advance Pet Advisor.  Read all about it on page 7.
Our first B (OB) match is quickly approaching!  Make sure you clear your calendar for Sunday October 15th so you can be part of this historic Match.  Please contact a member of the Match Show Committee to volunteer to help out.  See the list of fun match activities and who to contact later in this newsletter.

In this month’s Legal Poop, CBC resident attorney Mike Fasano provides us with some eye-opening statistics on insurance liability claims related to dog bites, information regarding types of insurance available, trends in the insurance industry toward homeowners with dogs, and some Connecticut legal poop.  Important stuff we all need to know.

AKC news this month is a Q&A format article about the recently announced program with Petland.  Interesting……
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Legal Poop……………………

By Attorney Michael A. Fasano

According to the Insurance Information Institute, dog bites cost insurance companies $317.2 million during the year 2005. This was slightly down from $321.6 million in 2003, and a full 8% lower than the $345.5 million in 2002. While the number of claims paid by insurers fell from approximately 20,800 in 2002 to 15,000 in 2005, the cost of the average dog bite claim rose sharply, from roughly $16,600 in 2002 to $21,200 in 2005.

Liability claims account for approximately 4 percent of homeowner’s claims. Dog bite claims in 2005 accounted for about 15 percent of liability claims dollars paid under homeowner’s insurance policies.  

As dog owners, we need to consider the following statistics:

· According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more than 4.7 million people are bitten by dogs annually, resulting in an estimated 800,000 injuries that require medical attention. With over 50 percent of the bites occurring on the dog owner’s property, the issue is a major source of concern for insurers. 

· There currently are 65 million dogs in the USA. (American Pet Products Manufacturers Association (APPMA) 2003-2004 National Pet Owners Survey, cited by The Humane Society of the United States,

· Every year 2,851 letter carriers are bitten. (US Postal Service.) 

· An American has a one in 50 chance of being bitten by a dog each year. (CDC.) 

Every dog owner needs to have homeowner insurance or renters insurance that (a) provides coverage for, and does not exclude, injuries inflicted by dogs or animals in general, and (b) has a limit of at least $100,000 for personal liability. This type of insurance will enable the dog owner's insurance company to pay an appropriate amount of compensation for all but the most severe accidents caused by a dog. Because the dog owner's own relatives, friends and neighbors are the most likely victims of a possible dog attack, having insurance means protecting the people who are closest to the dog owner, thereby protecting valuable relationships and ensuring proper treatment of loved ones. 

Given the fact that a dog is most likely to bite someone whom the dog owner loves most, it is recommended that dog owners have higher limits, such as $1 million, through either their homeowners and renters policies or by an "umbrella" policy. It is very inexpensive to obtain an umbrella policy and you should strongly consider such an “excess” policy by contacting your insurance agent for a price quote.

The good news for dog owners, accident victims and society is that homeowners insurance and renters insurance normally provide at least $100,000.00 in benefits for victims. 

Other types of insurance also afford protection for the dog owners. Examples include automobile liability insurance, which may cover dog bites that happen in a car, landlord insurance that protects the landlord (but not the tenants) from claims that result from the actions of renters' dogs, and workers compensation coverage which may     (cont.)          (Legal Poop…continued from pg. 1)   apply to bites and  injuries that happen "on the job." Some companies even sell dog liability insurance. Your insurance agent can provide you with this information and it is always a good idea to update all your insurance coverages no less than annually,

At present, however, the insurance industry is attempting to sell homeowner insurance policies that exclude dog-inflicted injuries. Some insurance companies refuse to sell homeowner insurance to the owners of breeds of dogs that have a reputation for biting, such as pit bulls, Rottweilers, Akitas and Chow-Chows. Other insurers refuse to sell to anyone who owns any dog whatsoever. A recent article in the Wall Street Journal summed up the problem this way:  Some big insurers, including Allstate and Farmers Insurance Group, won't cover homes in some states if residents own certain breeds. Others exclude some breeds from liability coverage, or charge extra for it. The so-called vicious-breed lists include German shepherds, Akitas and Siberian huskies, along with Alaskan Malamutes, Chow Chows, Doberman Pinschers, American pit bull terriers and their cousins. (M.P. McQueen, "Snarling at Insurers," Wall Street Journal, July 18, 2006.)

No dog owner should purchase a homeowner policy or renter’s policy that excludes canine-inflicted injuries, unless he or she buys a supplemental policy that covers them.  
The insurance industry also is quietly revising homeowner policies that protected dog owners when they originally bought those policies. Homeowners must carefully read all of the short slips of paper and other notices sent from insurers, in case they eliminate coverage for accidents caused by dogs. If that happens, a dog owner must get a different policy or an umbrella that provides both the coverage plus higher limits of protection.

Connecticut has a law before the State Senate entitled “An Act Concerning Homeowners and Tenants Insurance Underwriting based on Breed of Dog”.  This Bill is currently stalled in the Senate Insurance Committee.  It has been stalled there for over a year.  You should each contact your state senator to urge passage of this bill.  If passed, it would limit the ability of an insurance carrier to use the breed of dog owned by the insured as a basis for (1) establishing rates or minimum premiums under the policy, or (2) canceling, refusing to renew or refusing to issue such policy.

Suffice it to say, that all dog owners need to be covered by sufficient insurance to protect themselves and those who may be injured as a result of a dog attack.

And for now, that’s the Legal Poop……………
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DONATIONS for the Connecticut Boxer Club October 15, 2006 B (OB) match!!  If you would like to donate an item for the raffle table, or sponsor a class for $25.00, please contact Chet Spraski at 860-889-6227 or cspraski@snet.net.
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Many of you have already heard about the AKC/Petland program that was recently announced at the AKC delegates meeting.  Discussions about this program have appeared on the ShowBoxer list and, I believe, just about every breed e-list.  The purpose of the CBC Newsletter is to provide information to the club members without bias; therefore, what follows is the AKC news article “Petland Fact Sheet”.   Your comments and opinions are welcome and will be published (as room allows) if submitted.
American Kennel Club News Article
Petland Fact Sheet
Date of Article: September 18, 2006 
At the September meeting of the AKC Delegates, the AKC announced a program in which Petland may facilitate the individual AKC registration process for eligible dogs sold in their stores. Today, many of these AKC-registrable dogs are registered with other registries or not at all. Several questions emerged following that announcement. We provide the following details to reduce misunderstandings about the program. 

What kind of agreement does the AKC have with Petland?
Following are some of the basic facts about this plan: 

· Only AKC-registrable dogs are eligible for this program. The program does not provide registration to dogs not otherwise eligible for registration. We are doing this in large part to assure that AKC-registrable puppies already in these stores are registered with AKC. 

· AKC will educate Petland staff about the value and importance of AKC registration. AKC will highlight the opportunity for participation in appropriate AKC events and the importance of programs like AKC Canine Good Citizen to promote responsible dog ownership. 

· Petland will encourage new puppy owners to register with the AKC. Petland will help the customer complete the AKC registration form online, similar to the current online registration process. The customer will pay the entire AKC registration fee in the store. Petland may charge the customer a small processing fee to cover their cost. Registering in the store increases the likelihood that the puppy owner will register their new puppy with the AKC. Research has shown that if dog owners don't register their dog soon after acquiring it, they are less likely to do so in the future. 

· This program allows the AKC inspections team to continue its active presence in the commercial sector. If puppies sold in retail pet stores are not AKC registrable, AKC loses the ability to inspect and influence the care and conditions in pet stores and the breeding kennels that supply the pet stores. 

· AKC and Petland are not engaged in an endorsement, partnership, affiliation or joint venture. A written agreement between AKC and Petland exists, in large part, to protect the AKC and ensure that all applicable AKC Registration Rules and Procedures are followed. 

· AKC does not endorse any breeder or seller of dogs. Our central message about how to buy a puppy -- to thoroughly research the breed and the breeder and to consult AKC resources, starting with the parent club -- has not and will not change. 

· This program has not changed AKC's registration policies. The AKC has always registered dogs sold through pet retailers as long as the pet store and breeder are in compliance with our standards for accurate record keeping and meet the AKC's care and conditions requirements. Read our Compliance fact sheet at: http://www.akc.org/press_center/facts_stats.cfm?page=6. The program with Petland offers AKC an opportunity to communicate the benefits of registration and involve new puppy owners in the world of AKC but does not imply an endorsement any more than AKC papers have in the past. It will ensure that AKC inspectors and investigators continue to have access to all kennels breeding AKC puppies. This will continue enforcement of our care and conditions policies and compliance with record-keeping. 

Why is AKC encouraging the registration of all registrable dogs? 

· Today, many AKC-registrable dogs sold by pet retailers are not registered with the AKC by their owner. Less than 50 percent of AKC-registrable dogs are registered with the AKC. The AKC strategic plan targets this problem in all customer groups, including pet stores. When these new owners do not register, AKC and our clubs lose the ability to encourage them to become part of the fancy or to educate them about responsible dog ownership. We feel we can best promote our values and bring people into the world of AKC events by reaching out to new dog owners no matter where they choose to purchase their dog. 

· AKC's ability to influence legislation and public opinion is directly linked to the number of dog owners we represent. Ultimately, AKC's ability to take a leadership stand on any issue is closely tied to the size of our constituency (the number of people with AKC registered dogs). 

· AKC can best serve the interests of dogs and their owners by maintaining stringent standards and promoting the benefits of AKC registration. With more than 20 different for-profit businesses acting as canine "registries" in the U.S., it is important that the AKC distinguish itself as the genuine purebred registry. Many of these for-profit businesses will "register" dogs with little or no proof of lineage and none have any inspections or compliance standards. These businesses actively and aggressively work to convert AKC registrations into applications for their listing services. The fact that AKC can inspect kennels and pet shops and take action against them whenever necessary protects the welfare of all AKC puppies. 

· AKC's ability to offer important programs is directly linked to our annual registrations. In addition to subsidizing AKC events, registration fees provide support for a range of programs and services including the AKC Canine Health Foundation and the AKC Museum of the Dog. Registration income also provides an important source of funding for our scholarship programs, veterinary outreach, our compliance department, combating unfair canine legislation, providing disaster relief and much more. 

What else is being done to promote AKC Registration? 
We are less than a year into a five year strategic plan that has already introduced a suite of benefits and resources for the fancy including a breeder newsletter, full litter registration option, litter coupons, online accounts and enhancements to online dog registration. In addition, AKC has introduced new registration benefits like dog.com e-certificates for both breeders and individual registrants and complimentary first office visits at participating veterinarians. As we continue implementing the plan, additional programs for breeders and new dog owners will be introduced. We have made a significant investment in a diversified advertising campaign that communicates our mission and promotes the value of AKC registration and the integrity of our Registry. Our message embodied in our advertising tagline "We're more than champion dogs. We're the dog's champion" has reached almost 200 million people in print and broadcast media during the past year.

How will this impact rescue? 
Dogs will be sold in pet stores whether or not AKC registers them. However the AKC feels that by bringing more registrants into the AKC fold we have the opportunity to educate them and involve them in programs that promote responsible dog ownership. 

What prompted this agreement? 
The AKC has undertaken a strategic plan to reverse the significant decline in registrations that has occurred during the last decade. The plan includes a number of separate initiatives. Together these initiatives are designed to regain market share, while maintaining a registry of unequaled integrity and size. The approach outlined in the plan is to increase registrations by addressing the needs of all customer groups - fanciers, breeders, pet owners and the commercial channel. This focus stems from a belief that purebred dogs are best served by the AKC, and that breeding programs are improved with our involvement. This inclusive approach helps position AKC as the voice for all dogs and all dog owners.

What are the next steps? 
As a result of the questions raised both during and after the September Delegates Meeting the Staff will continue reviewing and communicating with our core constituency. A meeting will be held prior to the October Board Meeting which will include a number of Delegates and fanciers to discuss this initiative. The AKC Board of Directors will discuss this topic during the October Board Meeting. The program is under review by staff and management. Further details will be provided when they are available.

You may direct comments to: 

· Email: puppyreg@akc.org 

· Mail: AKC Operations, 5580 Centerview Drive, Raleigh, NC 27606-3390 
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CONNECTICUT BOXER CLUB MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 11, 2006

PAWS N EFFECT – HAMDEN, CT

The meeting was called to order at 7:12 PM by President Bob Hallock.

In Attendance: Chet Spraski, Bob Hallock, Gail Alix, Debbie Saray, Joan Kenney, John Anderson, Leanne Anderson, Michael Fasano, Michele Fasano, Greg Martinelli, Kathy Martinelli.

Guests Welcomed: Jeffrey Busk, Paolo Delasantos, and their new puppy Hudson.

The minutes of the August 14th meeting were read by Gail Alix. A motion to accept the minutes as read was made by John Anderson and seconded by Joan Kenney. 

Motion passed.

Corresponding Secretary Report: Gail received an email from Joel and Diane Feigenson who participated in the Boxer heart study at Tufts. Dr. Lisa Freeman reports that final details have not been published but results of their study are suggestive and encouraging.

Debbie Saray shared a handout from The Trap Falls Kennel Club for their AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day on Sunday, September, 24, 2006 to be held at the Shelton Riverwalk in Shelton, CT (ONE BLOCK OFF Howe Ave. behind In-Line Skates) from 10:00am to 4:00pm.  Free to public and pets.  Dogs must be on leash.  Gail passed out info from the AKC about Responsible Dog Ownership Events around CT during September.

From the Show Boxer List, Bruce and Judy Voran have sent a request to Boxer owners regarding the need for DNA samples from healthy dogs (8+ years). Dr. Lindblad-Toh is doing a study on DM in Boxers. More information can be found at ABC.org.

Gail reports that our Obedience judge for the match, Lisa Byrd, has responded positively and says she has confirmed in writing. Gail hasn’t seen anything yet but will let us know at the next meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: Debbie reports a balance of $2315.13 in the club’s account. This includes a deposit of $115.50 ($5.00 for brags, $45.00 in dues, $40.50 from Hospitality at the August Drop-In classes, and $25.00 from the handling and CGC classes). Deb also confirms that the insurance premium of $600.00 was paid on 3/21/06.

Membership Committee: Leanne reports that she received $80 in membership dues at tonight’s meeting. There are 11 members with outstanding dues; letters have been sent and Leanne will follow up. We agreed not to assess any additional late fees at this time. Leanne will bring some membership applications to the Cape Cod shows this weekend.

By-Laws: Mike Fasano reports that the By-Laws have not been changed yet. He will send a copy of the By-Laws to each member within the next ten days for review and upcoming discussion at the November meeting. We will review the By-Laws from Rhode Island Boxer Club and Middlesex Boxer Club if possible. We need a two-thirds majority to pass any amendments to the By-Laws. 

Hospitality: Leanne reports the club collected and gave to the treasurer the following monies from the Drop-In Handling and CGC classes given by John Anderson in August. Handling Instruction: August, 15, $10.00; $5.00 owed from the previous week; August 22, $10.00 for a total of $25.00. Food: August 15, $23.50; August 22, $22.00 for a total of $45.50. She also returned the $20.00 cash box money. The total income for the month was $50.00 for Handling & CGC and $106.00 for hospitality for a grand total of $ 156.00.

Program Committee: We will have a Pet Lane pet products demonstration by Sue Coston at the October meeting. We agreed to postpone our November program to have a discussion of our By-Laws and possible amendments. The Match Committee reminded us that we will need to start planning another match for April (anytime after April 15 which will be six months from October).

CBC Third Annual Fall Match

Chet has sent the application to AKC for our match. Gail has the armbands and CBC signs. Jen Stockmal has ordered ribbons. Susan von Rothkirch has put the info on our CBC website. Chet has sent information to the Match Show Bulletin, Middlesex Boxer Club, Granite State Boxer Club, Rhode Island Boxer Club, The Boxer Club of New York, and the Long Island Boxer Club. Our flyer was included in the latest Middlesex Boxer Club newsletter that just came out. Deb Saray also brought flyers to the West Springfield cluster at the end of August. John Anderson will try to put information on Infodog and on the Show Boxer List. 

Gina DiNardo-Lash will judge Breed and Jr. Showmanship. Lisa Byrd will judge Obedience. 

Kathy reports that a friend has offered to do a Rally demonstration at our Match if the club is interested. She also suggested that we might offer an opportunity to do a trial run for anyone interested. All members present were enthusiastic and Joan Kenney offered to help. Chet will check with AKC to see if we can add the Rally demo.

Hospitality is cooking up ideas for tempting foods and treats. We will not have use of a kitchen so will make use of crock pots and such. Tim will once again make his famous chili. 

For the raffle, we need two people – one to man the table and one to circulate with the ticket. Debbie Cronk has offered a raffle item. Kathy will check with OMAs for a donation. Chet will visit the vendors at this weekend’s shows.

Kathy asked if we could find something such as kennel leads to give out to those who pass the CGC test. Gail will check AKC for CGC patches.

We should also have CBC decals available for sale for $1.00 each. 

Gail will put together a volunteer sign up sheet. 

Gifts
Breed Judge: John Anderson


Best Puppy in Match: Debbie Saray

Obedience Judge: Bob Hallock

High in Match (Obedience): Joan Kenney

Best in Match: Kathy Martinelli

Best Adult in Match: Gail Alix

We will discuss the website and tax info at the next meeting since Susan could not be here tonight.

Brags:

Gail Alix reports that “Tori,” Hi-Tech Tara’s Victoria Secret was Winner’s Bitch at Westchester Kennel Club on September 11 for one point. She needs one major to finish. On September 10, “Tori’s” litter sister “Lola,” Tara’s Lolli Poppin Lola was Winner’s Bitch.

Bob Hallock reports that “Archie,” CH Pearlisle N Standing–O Risk Factor was Best of Breed at Tuxedo Park Kennel Club on Friday, September 8.

Joan Kenney reports that Elsa has earned her CD, Advanced Rally, and 1st leg of Rally X.

There was a motion to adjourn made by John Anderson, seconded by Bob Hallock. Motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 8:19PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Martinelli

Recording Secretary 
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Don’t be shy!  Come have some fun at the match!  Contact to volunteer:


Chet: �HYPERLINK "mailto:cspraski@snet.net"��cspraski@snet.net�  860-889-6227


Debbie:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:ctboxer81@sbcglobal.net"��ctboxer81@sbcglobal.net�  203-268-1194


John:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:john@akcboxers.com"��john@akcboxers.com�  860-873-8782


Donna:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:donnab5257@comcast.net"��donnab5257@comcast.net�  860-828-5279








2006 CT Boxer Club Meetings at Paws-N-Effect, Hamden, CT, 7:00 p.m.:





Oct. 9 – 1st Annual CBC PetLane Goodie Gala – this means shopping, raffles, and all around fun!





Nov. 13 – Updated By-Laws review – this will be much more entertaining than it sounds……bring your red pen!

















Volunteers needed for the October Match!!!


Entry Takers


Raffle ticket sales


Trophy arrangers


Hospitality helpers (food donations welcome)


Ring Stewards (conformation & obedience)


Clean-up squad














PAGE  
1

