[image: image5.emf]Connecticut Boxer Club Newsletter
February 2007
Hello All:
Welcome to the start of our 4th year!  We have accomplished a lot in the past 3 years and we will continue to add to our list of successes this year.  Our first meeting of 2007 will be on February 19th when we will celebrate our club anniversary.  We will also have Dr. James St. Clair from Topdog Canine Rehabilitation and Fitness as a guest speaker.  We will be treated to a tour of his facility (located next to Paws) and Dr. St. Clair will speak to us about what Topdog provides for physical rehabilitation and fitness for our canine companions.  Bring a guest for this informative presentation.  As always, our hospitality committee will provide yummy refreshments.  Our club meeting will start at 7:00 p.m., then at 8:00 we will go over to the Topdog facility, meet Dr. St. Clair, and tour the facility.
I have enclosed a draft copy of our By-Laws for your review.  Please look them over – if you have any comments or suggestions, please send them to Mike Fasano at mafasano@msn.com, or bring them to the meeting on the 19th.  We will be finalizing them and voting on them at the March 12 meeting.
 Look for the 2007 ABC Specialty catalog ads information at the end of the newsletter.  There is an early bird discount for ads received by March 1st.  The monthly show calendar enclosure will return next month – I’m having a slight technical problem downloading the 2007 calendar template from the Microsoft website.  Our popular “Legal Poop” column will also return in the March newsletter.  Please send me your articles, photos, classified ads, brags – whatever!!  I’m always looking for new content and I know we have a lot of talent out there. 
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From the AKC:

February is Canine Dental Health Month

Dental Care
Good dental care helps keep your dog in top form 

Your dog depends on you to help him stay healthy. Good dental hygiene can play an important role in keeping your dog in top form. Clean your dog's teeth and check his gums regularly. 

Healthy gums are firm and pink, black, or spotted. Young dogs have smooth white teeth that tend to darken with age. Puppies have 23 baby teeth, and adults have around 42 permanent teeth, depending on the breed. As adult teeth come in, they push baby teeth out of the mouth.

To check your dog's mouth, talk to him gently, then put your hand over the muzzle and lift up the sides of his mouth. Check that adult teeth are coming in as they should, and are not being crowded by baby teeth. Look for soft white matter or hard white, yellow, or brown matter on the teeth. This is plaque or tartar and should be brushed away. Make sure your dogs gums are healthy and his breath is not foul-smelling. Mouth infections can lead to serious problems in the gums and other parts of the body, including the heart, so it's important to give your dog's teeth and mouth special attention.

Clean your dog's teeth frequently with special toothbrushes and toothpaste designed for dogs. If your dog balks at having his teeth brushed, get him used to it by rubbing his teeth and gums with your finger. Then put a little of the toothpaste on your finger and let him sniff and lick it; do the same with the toothbrush. Make sure to provide chew toys or other products that will help clean his teeth. As your dog gets older, he may have a buildup of tartar that requires special cleaning by a veterinarian.
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Next Meeting:


Monday, February 19, 2007, 7:00 p.m.


Paws-N-Effect


Hamden, CT


CBC Anniversary Meeting


Guest:  Dr. James St. Clair from Topdog Canine Rehabilitation and Fitness





2007 Meeting Dates:


March 12 at Paws-N-Effect, 7:00 p.m.


Presentation:  The Dog Show Ring-what the heck is going on?


April 9 at Paws-N-Effect, 7:00 p.m.


June 11


September 9


October 8


November 12
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