[image: image1.wmf][image: image30.wmf]
Hello All:

Hard to believe it’s the beginning of August already!  The month of August looks like it will be a busy one – there are great shows every weekend, we’ll be having our drop-in handling classes every Tuesday (hopefully with a few guest instructors), and this month’s club meeting will provide the opportunity for you to bring your dogs to practice the 10 steps the CGC test.  If you couldn’t make it to the 6/12 meeting, read Kathy’s write-up of Marilyn Rice’s CGC demo later in this newsletter.  If you will be taking part in this month’s activities, please remember to bring:  an appropriate collar (a flat collar or a choke collar – not a show collar); a 6 foot lead, not chain; small, soft, easy to eat treats for the dogs, i.e.: string cheese, hot dogs etc.; a brush or grooming glove.

Remember – drop-in handling classes start August 1.  Hope to see you there!

NEWS FLASH:  Date and place announced for the Connecticut Boxer Club first AKC sanctioned B Match – October 15, 2006 at Tails-U-Win in Manchester.  Stay tuned for more info!!
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American Kennel Club News Article
NY Crop/Dock Bill Dead for 2006
Date of Article: June 28, 2006 

The New York State Legislature is now in recess, although they can be called back into special session at the behest of the Speaker of the Assembly or Governor Pataki. The recess signals the effective end to the proposed ear cropping/tail docking ban bill, A. 11242. Dog owners in New York and across the country are to be congratulated on their efforts to convince the legislature of the massive opposition to this bill. Following introduction of A. 11242, the bill was referred to the Agriculture Committee but was never scheduled for a hearing. The lack of action on this bill by the Agriculture Committee is an acknowledgement the impact of the concerted efforts of the dog community in opposing this legislation.

The 2007-2008 session of the New York Legislature will convene in January 2007 and the likelihood exists that some form of crop and dock ban bill could be introduced. It is imperative that New York dog fanciers utilize the recess period to contact their Assembly members to establish relationships with the legislators and encourage opposition to any crop/dock ban bill. Education of legislators is crucial to defeating repressive canine legislation. 

The 2006 legislative recess does not signal the end of the fight over initiatives to ban cropping and docking. The purebred dog community must be vigilant and prepared for the next onslaught of negative canine legislation impacting the right to own and breed purebred dogs. The AKC Canine Legislation Department will continue to monitor legislative actions in New York and around the country and will alert the fancy upon the introduction of threatening legislation. 

CGC Presentation – June 12, 2006
By K. Martinelli

Many thanks to AKC approved Canine Good Citizen (CGC) evaluator, Marilyn Rice, for her educational presentation of the ten steps of the Canine Good Citizen test. Marilyn was accompanied by her own Canine Good Citizen, Fen, a Border Collie who is one of her therapy dogs.

According to the AKC, “the CGC Program was begun in 1989 as a means of rewarding dogs who were well-behaved companions at home and in the community. The CGC test is noncompetitive and dogs are not required to perform with the same precision required in formal obedience. The goals of the program are to teach responsible dog ownership and provide basic training and good manners to dogs. Evaluators should ensure that each participant has an experience that is positive, educational, and fun. Any person who has taken the time and made the effort to bring their dog to the Canine Good Citizen Test should be commended.” The CGC test is open to all dogs including purebreds and mixed breeds. There is no age limit however AKC recommends that puppies be tested again as adults. (exception: Match Regulation age limits and when evaluating dogs for therapy work.)

Marilyn pointed out some of the differences between the CGC testing which is more relaxed and obedience testing which is more demanding. The CGC program is very positive in nature and dogs that fall short in any area of the test do not “fail” but rather are “not passed.” The evaluator talks with the owner on what to work on with their dog and they are welcome to retake the test at another time. There is no limit to the number of times the test can be taken. This is an important point to stress with average pet owners who may be afraid of failure and therefore afraid to get involved and try. As the AKC says, “Canine Good Citizen training is fun and useful … and will help you establish a closer bond with your dog.”

After the ten steps of the test were explained, Kathy Martinelli and her almost 7 year old Dulcinea and Sue Coston ad her 10 month old Sable each took a trial run at the test and both dogs demonstrated that whatever the age, any well-behaved dog with some basic training can be a Canine Good Citizen.

You can help to educate other dog owners by telling them about this worthwhile program and encouraging them to join us in earning a Canine Good Citizen title for their beloved companion.

We will offer an opportunity for you and your dog(s) to practice the ten steps of the CGC Test at our next meeting on Monday, August 15, 2006, at Paws N Effect in Hamden, CT. Bring a friend! Watch for more news about the date and time for our upcoming CGC Test this fall and please join us!
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Long Distance Brag
Pat Billhardt sent in this brag from Idaho:  “My young Tag daughter “Intrigue” finished in great style – with several breeds from the classes!  ABC was naturally a thrill this year – it all went directly to AM/CAN/BER CH Wood’s End Crown Sable, SOM, and now LOM – it is grand!” Congratulations, Mrs. B!  For those of you who didn’t get to the ABC this year or see the results, here is the rest of the family and how they did at the ABC:  Stud Dog/BOB:  CH Capri Wood’s End Spellcaster (son); Best Veteran Dog: CH Wood’s End Time and Again (son),WD/BOW: Capri’s Magic Maker of Sassy (grandson), Best Futurity Puppy: Belco’s Copper Moon (great x4 granddaughter)
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Birthday treats for Britain's dogs 

One in three dog owners in Britain admit to celebrating their pet's birthday with a present or special treat, a new study showed.  The survey of 1,600 dog-owners revealed that many of them buy toys or clothes for their pooches, or pamper them with a grooming session -- and that one in 10 sends a birthday card.  "Treating our dogs to the same pleasures we enjoy on our birthdays shows just how much a nation of dog-lovers we are," said Chris Price of Direct Line Pet Insurance, which commissioned the survey.  Hmm, are the insurance rates based on the value/quantity of the gifts?
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For your Summer Reading pleasure:

Check out A Life With Dogs by Roger Welsch – a fun collection of essays by the author about dogs (hey, I’m not a book critic/writer or Oprah!).  From the back cover:  “Dogs shred our living room furniture, expel a host of fluids on our carpets, and require their human hosts to cater to their every need, yet we love these critters more than we love life itself.  Why do these mobile digestive tracts have such control over us simple human beings?  That is the question dog lover Roger Welsch explores in A Life With Dogs.  In A Life With Dogs, humorist Roger Welsch has written his most entertaining volume yet, a collection of essays reflecting on humankind’s most significant other, the dog.”
Another fun book (this one is about a boxer) is Bark If You Love Me by Louise Bernikow, the author’s own story of finding “Mr. Right” in the form of a rescued brindle boxer found on the streets of Manhattan.  A couple of the reviews quoted in the first pages:  “Lively, comical, self-aware and touching, this urban romance shows it is never too late to find love with the proper stranger – even if he happens to be a dog.” And “In the dog-eat-dog world of New York City, [Bernikow] finds a little bit of community and discovers that man’s best friend makes a pretty swell girl’s best friend, too.”
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Upcoming Events:

The Second Annual Dogman Classic Golf Tournament will be held on Friday, August 11th at the Blackledge Country Club in Hebron.  There are a number of ways you can contribute to this wonderful event!

· If you and your friends like to golf, organize a foursome to play 18 holes for charity. If you want to come on your own and meet new people while supporting a great cause we will match you with a team.

· Businesses can purchase a corporate sponsorship to have their company logo prominently displayed on the course.

· As a pet owner you can purchase a personal sponsorship to honor or memorialize your four legged companion. Personal sponsors will have the name, tribute and picture of their pet displayed on the course.

· You can also attend the banquet dinner at the end of the day for fabulous food and the awards ceremony!
For more information, registration forms or sponsor forms go to the Our Companions website:  http://www.ourcompanions.org/pages_news/news.htm.

Connecticut Boxer Club Drop-In Handling classes, Tuesdays in August (8/1, 8/8, 8/15, 8/21, 8/29) at Meriden Vet. Associates, 75 Gypsy Lane, Meriden, CT.  For more info:  galix@sbcglobal.net, john@akcboxers.com.

During September, The American Kennel Club is pleased to be celebrating the fourth annual "AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day" (AKC RDO Day)! This September, AKC dog clubs and other pet-related organizations are joining us by holding free community events with fun activities to educate first-time dog owners about the responsibilities of dog ownership and help current owners enhance their relationships with their pets.  For more information go to:  http://www.akc.org/clubs/rdod/events/index.cfm.   A search feature is provided to find all the events going on in each state during the month of September.
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2006 CT Boxer Club Meetings at Paws-N-Effect, Hamden, CT, 7:00 p.m.:


Aug. 14:  Bring your dogs and Practice the 10 steps of CGC


Sept. 11


Oct. 9


Nov. 13





Next Board Meeting:  Aug. 29, at Meriden Vet. Assoc. after handling class
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